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April 30: The Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN) released a communique
announcing that effective May 1, the rebel group would begin functioning as a political party, as
specified in the peace accords calendar. May 1: In a communique, Defense Minister Gen. Rene
Emilio Ponce announced that joint US-Salvadoran naval maneuvers, scheduled to commence May
2, had been suspended. Ponce said the decision to discontinue the maneuvers was made in order
to "avoid [providing] excuses to those who seek delays in compliance with the peace accords."
Ponce added that the decision demonstrated the armed forces' goodwill in contributing to the peace
process. In a communique, the National Association of Private Enterprise (ANEP) announced plans
to avoid participation in the national socio-economic forum. The ANEP justified the boycott by
citing "persistence of legal instability and disrespect for the constitutional framework," and a lack
of "evidence of sincere will to continue on the road to legitimate peace." The forum, outlined in
the peace accords and originally scheduled to take place in February, was rescheduled for May 11.
FMLN general command leaders Shafick Handal and Joaquin Villalobos joined an International
Workers' Day march in downtown San Salvador. An estimated 60,000 people participated in the
march. Intergremial, an umbrella group of trade union and professional organizations, released
a statement calling for reforms in agriculture and labor legislation, and an end to militarization
and impunity. The Intergremial attributed high rates of unemployment and inadequate health,
education, and social programs to the government's neo-liberal economic policies. According
to Intergremial, such policies are contributing to the worst economic and social crisis in the
nation's history. FMLN leader Handal criticized the decision by the ANEP to boycott the forum.
He compared the Association's attitude to someone who is ill and goes to a doctor, but refuses to
take the prescribed medicine. Intergremial spokespersons interpreted the ANEP "veto" on the
forum as "a refusal to resolve social and labor conflicts through negotiation." National Salvadoran
Workers Unity (UNTS) leader Humberto Centeno called ANEP's move "negative and inexcusable."
May 4: In statements broadcast on local television, FMLN leader Handal asserted that if the causes
which originally led to armed conflict were not addressed, a "social explosion" will eventually
occur. President Alfredo Cristiani denounced Handal's remarks. The president said, "There is never
any justification for armed conflict." (Basic data from Spanish news service EFE, 04/30/92; Agence
France-Presse, 04/30/92, 05/01/92; Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service EFE,
04/30/92, 05/01/92; Notimex, 05/04/92)
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